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Elevation  of  District  from  458  feet  to  1,281  feet  O.D. 
Area : — Land  47,511  acres. 

Water  355  acres. 

Land  and  Water  47,866  acres. 

Population  : — Census  1901 — 10,877. 

Census  1911 — 12,337. 

Estimated  to  middle  of  1912 — 12,655. 
Inhabited  Houses  : — Census  1901 — 2,519. 

Census  1911 — 3,177. 

New  Houses  erected  during  1912  : — 30. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  : — 3’8. 


Catcliff,  Bakewell, 

January  5th,  1914. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Bakewell  Rural  District  Council. 


My  Lord  Duke  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  again  the  honour  to  present  to  your  Authority  my 
Annual  Eeport  for  the  year  ending  December  Slst,  1918,  being  a 
summary  of  the  Monthly  Reports  which  have  been  presented  to  you 
as  well  as  a record  of  work  which  has  come  under  our  observation  in 
the  past  twelve  months,  and  an  opinion  as  to  what  is  required  in  the 
future. 

I am  anxious  to  make  it  clear  that  in  drawing  up  an  Annual 
Report  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  a repetition  of  subjects  that  have 
previously  engaged  the  attention  of  your  Council. 

The  year  1913  fully  maintained  the  character  of  the  English 
climate  for  variety,  the  weather  which  prevailed  in  that  year  may  be 
classed  as,  on  the  whole,  good.  If  the  climactic  conditions  were  not 
always  altogether  what  we  could  wish,  the  contrast  with  1912  was 
sufficiently  striking  to  make  us  very  thankful  and  more  than  satisfied. 
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The  temperature  was  generally  high  and  the  mild  character  of  the 
weather  at  the  close  of  the  year,  when  cold  times  are  often  present, 
is  probably  the  one  prominent  feature  of  that  experienced  in  1913. 
The  mouths  with  the  mean  temperature  below  the  average  were  April, 
July  and  August,  this  condition  in  July  was  too  marked  to  be  pleasant. 
The  summer  was  abnormally  cool,  but  dry,  July  being  cold  and  sunless 
in  that  mouth  the  sun  appeared  for  less  than  one  hundred  hours.  The 
total  rainfall  for  June,  July  and  August,  was  4'35  inches,  while  in 
1912  for  the  same  period  the  rainfall  was  15‘49  inches,  and  in  the 
remarkably  fine  summer  of  1911,  the  rainfall  for  the  same  period  was 
3'99  inches.  August  was  the  warmest  month  of  the  year,  but  strange  to 
say,  July  had  only  one  warm  day.  The  wettest  month  in  this  locality 
was  March  with  5-18  inches  and  22  rainy  days,  and  the  driest  July, 
with  1'02  inches  of  rain  and  six  rainy  days.  In  the  matter  of  health 
the  year  has  not  so  good  a record  as  1912,  which  was  the  healthiest 
year  on  record.  The  summer  months  of  1913  were  by  far  the 
healthiest  of  the  whole  year. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  phenomena  from  a weather  point  ot 
view  in  1913  was  the  Tornado  which  took  place  in  Wales  in  October. 
A person  who  lived  in  the  tract  of  this  storm  informed  me  that 
immediately  after  it  had  passed  the  intense  calm  that  prevailed  was 
more  appalling  than  the  Tornado  itself. 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  33*34  inches,  and  there  were 
one  hundred  and  seventy  one  rainy  days  registered  at  Bake  well. 

(A)  Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

(1)  Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the 
District — I need  not  labour  this  section,  no  important  changes  having 
taken  place. 

(2)  Population. — The  population  at  the  Census  1911  was  found 
to  be  12,337,  and  I estimate  the  population  to  the  middle  of  1913,  as 
12,065  The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  are 
agricultural,  lime  and  sand-stone  quarrying,  boot  and  shoe  manufact' 


taring,  cotton  and  silk  weaving.  The  occupations  carried  on  in  the 
District  which  could  have  any  injurious  effect  on  the  workers  are  in 
quarrying  and  dressing  of  stone,  especially  banker  work  in  sand-stone 
dressers,  where  the  work  is  done  in  sheds,  and  among  workers  in  mills 
and  factories,  where  numbers  of  persons  work  together  in  warm  dusty 
rooms. 

(B)  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water  Supply. — I am  again  under  the  painful  necessity  of 
having  to  say  that  the  water  supply  for  the  Districts  which  have  so 
frequently  been  described  as  insufficiently  provided  with  one  of  the 
first  necessities  of  life  are  still  in  the  same  condition.  During  the 
past  year  the  shortage  in  some  localities  reached  an  acute  stage,  what 
would  have  been  the  state  of  distress  if  the  summer  had  been  a sunny 
one  it  is  difficult  to  contemplate. 

I attended  a Local  Government  Board  Enquiry  on  August  8th 
which  was  held  respecting  the  raising  of  a loan  of  £1,200  for  a scheme 
for  a water  supply  for  the  Township  of  Eyam.  The  result  of  that 
enquiry  was  that  sanction  was  not  given  on  the  ground  that  the 
scheme  was  not  an  adequate  one,  a conclusion  which  was  foregone 
after  one  heard  the  scheme  propounded.  The  costs  which  have  been 
incurred  upon  the  Eyam  Water-supply  up  to  date  are  £301  - 18  - 7 
and  despite  the  expenditure  of  that  money  the  Township  is  no  better 
off  as  far  as  an  improved  water  supply  is  concerned.  As  a matter  of 
fact  the  water-supply  of  this  village  is  not  so  satisfactory  as  it  was 
upwards  of  fifty  years  ago. 

So  far  as  I am  aware  no  case  of  plumbism  has  occured  during  the 
past  year.  From  this  it  would  appear  that  the  two  filter  beds  on  the 
Stoke  Flatt  Scheme  are  working  satisfactorily. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — The  polution  of  rivers  and  streams 
mentioned  in  my  last  Annual  Report  are  still  in  existence.  In  this 
connection  complaints  have  been  made  to  me  concerning  a tank 
which  was  constructed  at  Nether  Padley  to  obviate  this  nuisance.  The 
sewerage  is  untreated  and  the  overflow  runs  directly  into  the  river 
Derwent. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. — During  the  past  year  no  system  of 
sewerage  has  been  undertaken.  Desireable  though  sewerage  schemes 
are  for  the  more  populous  villages,  yet  they  are,  however  economically 
managed,  a very  costly  matter.  You  are  of  course  aware  from  my 
previous  Annual  Reports  what  places  need  this  provision  the  most. 

Closet  Accomodation. — I have  carried  out  my  policy  of  abolition 
of  the  old  privy  midden,  replacing  them  with  a more  satisfactory  type, 
during  the  year  as  occasion  allows,  but  it  must  be  admitted  by  the 
most  conservative  that  there  are  still  very  far  too  many  of  these 
objectionable  receptacles  of  every  description  of  refuse.  In  hot 
weather  one  finds  them  a seething  fermenting  mass,  the  breeding 
ground  of  flies,  the  carriers  of  disease. 

The  approximate  number  of  each  type  of  closet  in  my  district  is 
as  follows  : — 


(a) 

Old  privy-midden 

1160 

(b) 

Approved  type  of  privy 

574 

(c) 

Earth  closets 

5 

(^) 

Pail  closets  ... 

296 

(^) 

Water  closets  

412 

Scavenging. — Your  Council  have  urban  powers  for  the  scaveng- 
ing of  Eyam,  Bradwell,  Hathersage,  Calver  and  Tideswell.  At  each 
of  these  places  the  work  of  scavenging  is  done  under  contract.  As  I 
have  before  advised  you  I am  strongly  of  opinion  the  best  results  will 
only  be  obtained  when  the  work  is  carried  out  by  your  workmen  under 
the  control  of  your  officers.  Until  that  course  is  adopted  I have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  too  much  to  expect  that  this  important 
work  will  be  carried  out  satisfactorily. 

Sanitary  Inspections  in  the  District.— For  ease  of  reference 
I have  here  set  out  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  a tabular 
form.  The  number  of  houses  that  were  disinfected  during  the  year 
after  infectious  disease,  including  cases  of  tuberculosis,  was  sixty-two. 
During  the  same  period  four  Schools  were  disinfected  as  follows : — 
Stoney  Middleton  in  February  after  Scarlet  Fever. 

Bradwell  Council  in  September  twice  after  Scarlet  Fever. 
Grindleford  Bridge  in  December  after  Diphtheria. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR, 

1913. 


Bakewell  Rural  (Iforth)  Sanitary  District. 


Name  of  Inspector — THOS.  HAWLEY,  A.R.S.L 
Area  of  District — 50,339  acres.  Estimated  No.  of  Houses — 3,177. 
Neiv  Houses  erected,  1913 — 0. 

Dwelling  Houses — 

Number  Inspected — 559. 

Informal  Notices  to  Repair  Houses — 147. 

Repaired — 115. 

Reported  as  Unfit  for  Habitation — 0. 

Number  of  Infected  Houses — 68. 

Do.  Disinfected — 62. 

Inspections  of  Work  in  Progress — 276. 


Informal  Notices  Legal  Notices 

Served  by  Served  by  Nuisances 

Sanitary  Inspector.  Local  Authority.  Abated. 


Drainage — 

No  Disconnection  of  Waste  Pipe  .. 
Defective  Traps,  Inlets,  and  Drains 
Drains  Obstructed 
Closets  and  Ashpits — 

Insanitary  Privies  and  Ashpits 
Insufficient  Closet  Accommodation.. 
Conversion  of  Privies  into  W.C.’s  .. 
Defective  Water  Closets 
Other  Defects — 

Surface  of  Courts  and  Yards 
Eaves-Spouts  and  Down  Spouts 
Urinals  Defective 
Water  Supply  ... 

Offensive  Accumulations 
Animals  Improperly  Kept  ... 
Pigsties  ... 

Smoke  Nuisance 
Overcrowding  ... 

Foul  Condition  of  Houses 


Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 
Bakehouses  ... 

Slaughter  Houses  ... 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

Workshops  ... 

Totals 


12 

4 

12 

61 

1 

54 

13 

2 

13 

49 

5 

49 

5 

2 

5 

39 

2 

39 

7 

— 

7 

5 



5 

26 

4 

23 

7 

— 

7 

3 

— 

3 

17 

— 

17 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

3 

1 

3 

253 

21 

243 

Number  cn 

Inspections 

Notices 

Kegister. 

liade. 

Served. 

69 

107 

4 

31 

73 

— 

17 

68 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

10 

— 

120 

140 

3 

239 

398 

7 

Action  taken  by  Inspector  against  spread  of  Infectious  Disease — All  infected 
houses  inspected  and  disinfectants  supplied,  and  houses  disinfected  on 
recovery  or  removal  of  patients  to  hospital. 

Samples  of  Water  submitted  for  Analysis — 

Other  Action  taken — 


(Signed)  THOS  HA  WLEY. 
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Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled 
by  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations. 

There  are  seventeen  licensed  slaughter-honses  in  the  District, 
one  person  kills  cattle  in  a slaughter-house  outside  the  District,  but 
sells  the  meat  within  your  Councils’  area.  All  these  places  were 
regularly  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself,  when  jointly 
some  eighty  visits  were  paid.  Seventeen  notices  were  served  on  the 
owners  to  abate  nuisances  due  to  accumulations  of  more  or  less 
offensive  material.  I should  have  liked  to  have  seen  more  suitable 
places  for  carrying  on  this  business  in  than  one  too  often  finds  at 
present. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — There  are  two  in  my  District, 
both  at  Stoney  Middleton.  They  are  both  dilapidated  buildings 
structurally  unsafe.  I hoped  that  on  the  death  of  the  Proprietor  of 
the  one  which  had  given  so  much  trouble  to  your  officers,  and  wdiich 
had  been  the  cause  of  an  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurring  in  the 
village,  so  lately  as  November,  1912,  that  re-registration  would  have 
been  refused  by  you,  but  this  was  not  to  be,  it  appearing  that  when  a 
place  of  this  description  is  once  registered  as  a Common  Lodging 
House,  however  unsuitable  it  is  for  the  purpose,  it  is  imperative  to 
register  it  again.  This  is  what  has  happened  at  Stoney  Middleton. 
As  this  appears  to  be  the  legal  position,  the  sooner  it  is  recognised  and 
altered  the  better.  They  have  been  regularly  inspected. 

Bake-houses. — There  are  thirty-one  bakehouses  on  the  Register, 
to  which  we  have  paid  eighty-two  visits,  I invariably  found  these 
places  clean,  well  kept,  and  the  Bye-Laws  carried  out. 

There  are  no  cellar  dwellings  in  the  District. 

Schools. — There  are  twenty-four  Public  Elementary  Schools  in 
the  District.  Improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  several  of  them 
during  the  year,  especially  the  installation  of  a heating  apparatus,  and 
new  floors  at  the  Hassop  Schools,  improvement  in  the  ventilation  of 
Stoney  Middleton  School,  and  in  the  lighting  of  the  Brad  well  C.  of  E. 
School.  This  latter  is  a most  satisfactory  improvement,  and  I hope 
it  will  lesson  the  number  of  cases  of  eye-strain  which  have  been  met 
with  in  this  School.  The  Education  Committee  of  the  Derbyshire 
County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  medical  Inspection  of  school 
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children.  In  the  Schools  in  my  District  65  visits  of  inspection  have 
been  paid  to  the  various  Schools.  During  the  year  380  children  have 
been  examined  at  the  routine  examinations,  and  60  other  children  at  the 
wish  of  their  parents  or  guardians.  Therefore  440  children  have  been 
examined  during  1913. 

Food,  (a)  Milk  Supply  . — Most  of  the  milk  produced  in  the 
District  is  sent  away  to  Manchester  and  other  neighbouring  centres  of 
population.  As  a sharp  look  out  is  kept  in  such  places  on  that 
importation,  and  as  no  complaints  have  come  to  my  knowledge  as  a 
result  of  that  practice,  I conclude  the  milk  from  the  District  has  been 
up  to  the  standard  quality.  This  is  my  usual  experience. 

There  were  at  the  close  of  the  year,  sixty-nine  dairies  and  cow- 
sheds on  the  Register.  All  these  places  have  been  regularly  and 
systematically  inspected.  The  new  byres  that  are  being  erected  give 
more  room  per  cow,  are  much  better  lighted  and  ventilated,  a great 
requirement,  but  it  will  be  long  ere  the  old,  dark,  dusty,  evil  smelling 
places,  too  often  found,  are  swept  away. 

No  case  of  tubercular  infected  milk  came  under  my  notice. 
Several  cows  suffering  from  tubercular  disease,  or  suspected  of  so 
suffering,  were  reported  to  me.  These  were  in  each  case  satisfactorily 
dealt  with. 

(b)  Other  Food,  , — No  unwholesome  or  unsound  food  was  ever 
found  exposed  for  sale  during  the  year,  so  that  no  action  was  called 
for  under  section  117  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1876. 

(c)  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.— The  provisions  under 
these  Acts  are  carried  out  by  the  County  Council. 

Housing. — During  the  year  under  review  569  dwelling-houses 
were  inspected  for  the  purpose  of  section  17  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning  Etc.  Act,  1909. 

No  houses  were  considered  to  be  in  a,  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  therefore  no 
representations  were  made  to  your  Authority  with  a view  to  the 
making  of  closing  orders,  with  the  result  that  no  closing  orders  were 
made. 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses,  the  defects  in  which  were 
remedied  were  115. 
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The  general  character  of  the  defects  found  were  as  follows : — 

Defective  house  roofs,  including  defective  guttering  and 
downspouting. 

Defective  Ventilation.  This  is  generally  found  in  windows 
which  insufficiently  open  or  not  at  all. 

Dampness  of  walls. 

Defective  and  in  some  cases  dangerous  floors. 

Defective  house  di’ains. 

Foul  evil  smelling  old  privies  and  privey  middens,  often  too 
close  to  dwellings. 

Want  of  a dry  area  round  outside  walls.  In  some  places,  in 
consequence  of  the  configurations  of  the  ground  the 
houses  are  on  one  or  more  sides  built  into  the  ground, 
and  here  especially  the  want  of  a dry  area  is  felt. 

The  inspections  under  this  heading  necessitated  the  getting  out 
of  one  hundred  and  forty  seven  informal  notices,  as  a result  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  houses  were  repaired.  Those  figures  give  but  a 
poor  idea  of  the  amount  of  work  entailed  in  a widely  scattered  district 
like  the  Bakewell  North  Rural,  to  first  visit  and  examine  a house, 
note  the  conditions  found,  and  get  out  the  requirements  in  a proper 
manner.  The  amount  of  clerical  work  is  very  great  and  would 
surprise  anyone  not  accustomed  to  routine  business  of  this  description. 
I expressed  my  opinion  that  the  close  of  the  year  1913  would  see  the 
first  round  of  inspections  at  the  low  average  of  houses  I calculated  as 
coming  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  not  accomplished,  and  it 
appears  I was  right.  The  whole  matter  is  of  sufficient  magnitude  and 
importance  to  call  for  the  appointment  of  a special  officer  whose  time 
would  be  devoted  to  that  work  alone  with  very  great  advantage. 

The  sufficiency  of  the  houses  for  the  working  classes  is  in  most 
parts  of  the  District  enough  for  the  needs.  The  index  of  the  deficiency 
in  any  township  is  the  cases  of  overcrowding  which  come  under  our 
notice  during  the  year.  They  were  in  every  case  remedied  by  persons 
moving  out  of  the  house,  but  this  sometimes  means  the  disruption  of  a 
family,  an  undesirable  thing.  The  places  where  cases  of  overcrowding 
did  occur  are  Stoney  Middleton  two  cases,  Bradwell  two. 
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Plans  have  been  submitted  and  approved  for  the  erection  of  for 


Their  distribution  is 

as  follows 

— 

Brad  well 

1. 

Chelmorton  ... 

2. 

Curbar 

8. 

Eyam  ... 

1. 

Eyam  Woodlands 

13. 

Hathersage 

4. 

Litton 

1. 

Stoke  ... 

1. 

Taddington  ... 

1. 

Tideswell 

Total  ... 

3. 

30. 

Your  Council  have  Bye-Laws  regulating  the  erection  of  new 
buildings,  and  your  officers  keep  new  buildings  under  observation 
during  their  erection. 


Workshops,  Workplaces,  etc.— There  are  twenty-one  Fact- 
tories  on  the  Register,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  workshops  and 
workplaces.  One  hundred  and  forty  inspections  have  been  made. 
Further  information  as  to  the  work  done  will  be  found  in  the  table 
appended  to  this  report. 


(C)  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  District. 

1.  The  staff  engaged  in  controlling  the  Sanitary  Administration 
of  the  District  in  addition  to  myself,  is  a whole  time  Sanitary 
Inspector,  wdio  also  acts  as  Sanitary  Surveyor.  The  time  of  this 
officer  is  so  much  occupied  in  clerical  work  at  to  preclude  him  from 
giving  the  amount  of  attention  to  the  needs  of  the  District  that  would 
otherwise  be  possible.  That  the  amount  of  writing  required,  seems  to 
grow  more  and  more  is  a matter  of  common  knowledge.  This  addition 
is  largely  due  to  tbe  coming  in  force  of  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Etc  Act.  I have  more  than  once  advised  your  Council  how 
this  could  best  be  helped  forward. 

2.  The  Hospital  accommodation  available  for  the  reception  of 
infectious  diseases  which  occur  within  my  District  consists  in  a share 
with  five  other  Sanitary  Authorities  iu  six  beds  for  Scarlet  Fever  and 
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eight  for  Small  Pox.  No  beds  are  available  for  Diphtheria  or  Enteric 
Fever,  and  the  provision  of  such  appears  as  far  off  as  ever  it  was,  and 
will  continue  to  be  until  a more  enlightened  policy  is  adopted  by  the 
Haddon  Joint  Hospital  Board,  or  until  that  body  is  superseded,  a 
much  to  be  wished  for  event.  Public  opinion  is  rapidly  becoming 
alive  to  the  pressing  need  there  is  for  something  to  be  done,  and 
speedily  done,  to  meet  a most  pressing  need.  How  pressing  the 
need  has  perhaps  more  than  ever  been  brought  to  our  notice  during 
the  past  year,  for  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  unnecessary 
suffering  has  been  caused  by  the  want  of  hospital  accommodation. 
One  example  in  this  connection  will  suffice.  There  were  nine  cases  of 
Diphtheria  at  Wardlow.  If  there  had  been  a hospital,  there  need 
have  been  only  one  ! ! Surely  a body  entrusted  with  the  administration 
of  the  duties  of  a Hospital  Board  should  be  moved  to  action  by  facts 
like  these,  on  humanitarian  grounds  if  on  no  other.  It  is  a fact  that 
money  is  being  spent  by  the  Haddon  Joint  Hospital  Board,  much 
money,  and  the  question  is,  are  the  people  who  are  finding  this 
getting  value  for  their  money.  Public  opinion  appears  to  say  “ NO.” 
Although  the  County  Council  have  said  that  no  greater  cost  than 
£2,700  shall  fall  upon  the  District  for  the  building  of  the  Hospital,  I 
see  the  de20,000  hospital  bogey  is  again  being  trotted  out.  Why  is 
this  ■?  Do  those  who  talk  in  this  way  doubt  the  bona  fides  of  the 
County  Council,  or  is  it  with  the  object  of  deluding  themselves,  and 
finding  an  excuse  for  their  policy  of  do  nothing  ? The  time  has  long 
since  passed  when  argument  should  continue  to  be  tried,  nothing  but 
coercion  by  a firm  hand  will  have  any  effect,  and  the  sooner  this  is 
adopted  the  better  for  the  community  at  large  and  the  Haddon  Joint 
Hospital  Board. 

3.  There  are  no  local  Acts  in  force  in  the  District.  The  adopted 
Acts  or  part  of  Acts,  which  are  in  force,  with  the  dates  upon  which 
they  came  into  operation  are  as  follows : — 

The  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Acts,  1890,  adopted 
February  27th,  1893. 

So  much  of  Part  III  of  the  Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act 
1890,  as  applies  to  Rural  Districts,  adopted  June  14th,  1897. 
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4.  Chemical  and  bacteriological  investigations  are  carried  out  in 
the  County  Council  Laboratories  at  Derby  without  cost  to  this  District. 

(D)  Prevalence  of  and  Control  over 
Infectious  Disease. 


Scarlet  Fever. — Fifty-one  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified 

during  the  year  1913.  The  following  are 

the  localities  in  which  the 

cases  occurred,  giving  the  number  of  cases 

in  each  locality  : — 

Bradwell 

21  cases. 

Curbar  ... 

1 ,, 

Eyam  Woodlands 

3 „ 

Hassop  ... 

1 M 

Hathersage 

3 „ 

Longstone  Great 

1 „ 

Longstone  Little 

2 „ 

Nether  Padley... 

2 „ 

Sheldon 

1 „ 

Stoney  Middleton 

12  „ 

Tideswell 

4 „ 

The  largest  number  of  cases  occured  at  Brad  well,  and  investi- 
gations [proved  beyond  doubt  that  the  infection  in  the  first  instance 
was  introduced  from  another  Sanitary  District.  Tn  four  other  Town- 
ships it  was  found  that  the  infection  was  most  probably  introduced  by 
persons  who  had  been  exposed  to  infection,  or  who  had  actually 
recently  suffered  from  the  disease.  Two  cases  of  wilful  exposurelcame 
under  my  notice,  and  I advised  that  an  example  by  legal  proceedure 
should  follow,  for  even  although  a conviction  was  not  obtained,  the 
very  fact  of  the  liability  to  proceedings  being  taken  would  certainly 
have  a salutary  effect.  In  only  two  of  the  townships  where  one  case 
only  in  each  occured,  was  I unable  to  trace  the  origin  of  infection. 
Only  five  cases  out  of  the  whole  number  could  be  accomodated  at  the 
isolation  hospital.  The  remark  in  my  Notification  Kegister  says,  time 
after  time,  “ no  beds  available.”  Now  that  the  public  have  seen  the 
advantage  of  getting  infectious  cases  removed,  parents  and  those  in 
charge  of  all  such  are  very  wishful  to  take  advantage  of  hospital 
treatment. 
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Diphtheria. — Thirty-two  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified, 
the  following  shows  the  distribution  of  the  cases. 

Calver  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 each. 

Cressbrook  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Eyam  Woodlands — Grindleford  Bridge  15 
Padley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sheldon...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wardlow  ...  ...  ,..  ...  9 

Wardlow  Miers ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  places  that  suffered  most  severely  were  Cressbrook, 
Grindleford,  Wardlow  and  Wardlow  Miers. 

The  first  case  that  occurred  at  Cressbrook  was  a poor  little  boy 
who  died  immediately  after  the  notification  certificate  reached  me. 
From  that  case  the  other  cases  in  the  Township  arose.  One  of  these 
children  was  found  to  be  suffering  at  the  same  from  an  acute  attack  of 
appendicitis,  she  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Manchester, 
at  once  operated  upon  and  made  a good  recovery. 

The  firsr  case  at  Wardlow  Miers,  whicli  was  notified  on  June  10th, 
proved  rapidly  fatal,  the  patient  dying  within  a few  hours  of  being 
first  seen.  The  next  family  to  suffer  was  at  Wardlow,  where  on  June 
26th  the  first  case  w^as  notified.  It  was  found  to  be  of  a very  severe 
type,  and  as  isolation  w’as  absolutely  impossible,  the  girl  being  one  of 
a large  family  witli  no  spare  room  available  and  no  hospital  accom- 
modation being  provided,  the  Antitoxin  treatment  was  at  once  resorted 
to,  with  the  result  that  although  other  cases  occurred  they  were  less 
virulent  and  all  recovered.  Upon  an  investigation  being  made  I found 
that  some  tame  rabbits  that  had  been  great  pets  of  the  girl  at  Wardlow 
Miers,  who  died,  were  given  to  the  children  at  Wardlow,  and  those 
rabbits,  which  I was  told  looked  sickly,  I have  little  doubt  conveyed 
the  infection  to  this  family.  The  rabbits  had  been  destroyed  beforel 
got  at  them. 

The  first  case  at  Grindleford  Bridge  was  notified  on  July  6th. 
At  the  farm  house  where  the  outbreak  first  occurred  visitors  are 
accommodated,  and  all  persons  who  been  staying  there  were  traced, 
but  no  illness  of  that  nature  could  be  found  among  them,  nor  was  it 
possible  to  trace  the  origin  of  the  onset  of  the  illness.  In  that  family 
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four  suffered  from  Diphtheria.  A gentlemen  with  his  family  staying 
at  the  house  who  left  at  once  on  the  nature  of  the  illness  being  made 
known  to  him,  lost  a little  boy  from  Diphtheria,  very  shortly  after 
getting  home.  The  next  ' outbreak  at  Grindleford  occurred  in 
September  in  a family  living  upwards  of  a mile  from  those  first 
attacked.  I am  of  opinion  after  careful  investigation  that  this  family 
were  infected  during  a holiday  trip.  A third  outbreak  occurred  in  this 
township  in  November,  among  children  of  a school  age,  and  as  I 
thought  it  possible  there  might  be  a “ carrier  ” the  Schools  were  at  once 
visited  and  twelve  children  who  had  sat  near  those  suffering  were  care- 
fully exmined,  swabs  from  their  throats  being  sent  for  bacteriological 
examination.  All  those  swabs  gave  negative  results.  On  December 
3rd  another  case  was  notified  in  a child  attending  the  Schools,  the 
following  day  the  whole  of  the  staff  and  the  children  attending  the 
Schools  were  examined  and  swabs,  eighty-three  in  number  were 
submitted  to  bacteriological  examination,  of  these  twelve  gave  positive 
results,  showing  that  these  children  were  a danger  to  themselves  and 
others  although  none  of  the  clinical  symptoms  of  Diphtheria  were 
manifest.  These  children  were  excluded  from  school,  and  a note  was 
sent  to  the  parent  or  guardian  of  each  child  telling  them  of  the  con- 
ditions found  and  advising  them  to  see  their  medical  attendant  with 
a view  to  treatment.  These  children  will  not  be  re-admitted  to  school 
until  such  time  as  bacteriological  examination  proves  that  they  are 
free  from  Diphtheria.  The  schools  were  closed  for  three  days  so  that 
they  might  be  disinfected  and  cleansed.  Other  cases  continued  to  be 
notified  in  this  Township  up  to  December  25th. 

The  case  atCalver  occurred  in  a rural  post-messenger.  The  man 
lodged  with  a family  at  Calver,  no  bacteriological  examination  was 
made,  and  although  no  precautions  were  taken  for  some  days,  most 
strangely  no  other  cases  arose. 

The  case  at  Padley  was  infected  at  Grindleford  Bridge. 

I was  quite  unable  to  trace  the  origin  of  the  infection  in  the  case 
which  was  notified  at  Sheldon. 

With  the  exception  of  three  cases  notified  by  one  practitioner,  all 
the  other  cases  were  verified  by  bacteriological  examination. 
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Polio-myelitis, — The  case  of  Polio-myelitis  notified  on  April 
lOtb,  1913,  was  in  an  infant  aged  seven  months,  the  child  of  a navvy. 
No  confirmatory  diagnosis  was  made  by  an  examination  of  the  serum. 
The  left  leg  was  the  limb  affected.  There  had  been  no  rash  and  no 
temperature  while  under  observation.  There  were  three  other  small 
children  all  healthy.  The  family  left  the  country  shortly  after  the 
date  of  notification  and  all  trace  of  them  is  lost. 

Enteric  Fever. — No  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  notified. 

Whooping'  Cough. — Whooping  Cough  was  most  prevalent  at 
Eyam  and  Grindleford  Bridge. 

Measles. — Measles  occurred  at  Hathersage,  the  schools  being 
closed  in  consequence. 

The  Schools  or  departments  which  were  closed  during  the  year 
for  illness  amongst  the  scholars  were  : — 

Eyam.  Infant  department  for  Whooping  Cough. 

Hathersage  C.  of  E.  School.  Whole  school  for  Measles. 
Bradwell  Council.  Whole  school  for  Scarlet  Fever. 

Eyam  Woodlands  for  three  days  for  disinfection  after 
Diphtheria. 

Whenever  a case  of  notifiable  disease  is  reported  to  me  as  occur- 
ing  in  a house  in  which  children  of  a school  age  live,  I notify  the  head 
teachers  of  the  schools  affected,  advising  them  as  to  the  exclusion  of 
those  scholars  and  for  what  period.  I am  advised  by  school  teachers 
of  tl  e incidence  of  non-notifiable  disease  among  children  attending 
their  schools,  and  by  this  means  I get  early  information  of  the 
outbreak  of  such  illness. 

The  means  of  disinfection  in  the  District  is  by  a spray  of  Formalin. 
After  this  the  rooms  are  washed  with  a solution  of  Izal,  and  then 
freely  exposed  to  the  air  There  is  a pressing  need  for  ’’some  satis- 
factory method  of  disinfecting  bedding  and  clothing,  and  once  again  I 
urge  upon  your  Authority  the  need  there  is  for  a steam  disinfector. 

(E)  Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Tuberculosis, 

During  the  year  eighteen  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notifed  to 
me.  Of  these  fourteen  were  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  six 
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males  and  eight  females.  One  of  the  cases  amongst  females  should 
however  be  excluded  for  it  was  afterwards  discovered  the  patient  was 
suffering  from  valvular  disease  of  the  heart,  from  which  affection  she 
was  certified  as  having  died.  Two  of  the  other  cases  were  tubercular 
disease  of  the  cervical  glands,  both  female.  The  remaining  two  cases, 
one  male  and  one  female,  having  tubercular  disease  of  bone. 

The  age  groups  of  the  pulmonary  cases  were  as  follows  : — 

20  to  30  years,  one  male,  five  females. 

30  to  40  years,  two  males,  three  females. 

50  to  60  years,  two  males. 

60  and  upwards,  one  male. 

So  soon  as  a case  is  notified  to  me  a Health  Visitor  calls  at  the 
patient’s  house,  gives  advice,  enquires  into  the  health  of  the  other 
inmates  of  the  house,  and  by  subsequent  visits  from  time  to  time  keeps 
in  touch  with  the  patients.  The  sanitary  cirumstances  of  the  house 
and  surroundings  are  made  the  object  of  enquiry,  and  any  defects 
found  are  reported  upon  and  means  for  their  amelioration  taken. 

If  a case  terminates  fatally  or  a patient  leaves,  disinfection  is 
offered,  and  the  advantage  of  having  this  carried  out  brought  forcibly 
to  the  notice  of  the  occupier  of  the  house.  I endeavour  also  to  have 
the  room  occupied  by  the  patient  disinfected  from  time  io  time  during 
their  occupancy  of  it.  When  the  scheme  for  the  provision  of  Tuber- 
culosis Dispensaries  by  the  County  Council  comes  into  operation  the 
services  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  in  the  treatment  of  patients 
throughout  my  District  will  be  more  readily  available  without  entailing 
a long  and  troublesome  journey. 

(F)  Investigation  of  Other  Disease. 

The  most  satisfactory  feature  of  the  year  under  this  heading  is 
the  fact  that  not  one  single  death  was  certified  as  having  occured  from 
Diarrhoea.  The  climactic  conditions  which  I have  referred  to  in  an 
earlier  portion  of  this  Eeport  are  mainly  responsible  for  this. 

The  largest  number  of  deaths  is  due  to  Cancer  and  Heart  Disease, 
each  of  these  being  responsible  for  seventeen  deaths,  a rate  of  12*4  per 
cent  of  the  total  deaths  registered  or  a death  rate  of  1'3  per  1000  of 
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the  estimated  population.  There  are  figures  which  must  make  anyone 
reflect.  In  my  Report  for  last  year  I pointed  out  reasons  for  hoping 
that  time  would  show  a diminution  in  the  death  rate  from  organic 
heart  disease,  but  with  regard  to  deaths  from  cancer  one  can  only 
continue  to  hope  that  the  fons  et  origo  niali  of  this  condition  will 
speedily  be  discovered,  after  which  means  of  dealing  with  it  will  follow 
almost  as  a matter  of  course.  In  classifying  deaths  under  cancer  this 
term  is  taken  to  include  all  malignant  growths,  irrespective  of  the 
nature  of  their  histological  structure.  There  is  at  the  present  time  no 
disease  that  has  been  the  subject  of  more  widespread  and  thorough 
investigation  than  Cancer. 

Sixteen  deaths  are  attributed  to  disease  of  the  respiratory  organs, 
these  deaths  are,  as  usual,  most  frequent  at  the  two  extremes  of  life. 

(G)  Means  for  preventing  Mortalily  in  Child-birth 

and  Infancy. 

The  County  Council  administer  the  provisions  of  the  Midwives 
Act,  1902.  No  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  was  notified  in  my  District. 
One  death  occurred  in  consequence  of  a complication  of  child-birth. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  has  not  been  adopted  by 
your  authority. 

The  Infantile  Death  Rate,  69‘5  per  1000  births,  is  still  more 
satisfactory  than  that  of  last  year,  which  was  the  lowest  I had  re- 
corded for  some  years. 

(H)  Vital  Statistics  of  the  District. 

I need  not  enlarge  upon  these  figures,  they  are  so  clearly  set  out 
in  the  Tables  which  accompany  this  Report. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

My  Lord  Duke  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obedient  Servant, 

PHILIP  S.  FENTEM. 
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week 

1—2 

weeks 

2—3 

weeks 

3—4 

weeks 

Total  under 

1 month . 

1—3 

months 

3—6 

months 

6—9 

months 

9—12 

months 

Total  deaths 
underl  year 

»n  (Certified 

All  causes  1 tt  j 

Uncertined  ... 

7 

... 

2 

... 

9 

2 

1 

4 

2 

18 

Small -pox  ... 

Chicken-pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas  ... 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
yLe-a\n^it\s,notTnberculotts 
Convulsions... 

Laryngitis  ... 

Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Gastritis 

Syphilis  

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlaying 
Injury  at  Birth 
Atelectasis  ... 

Congenital  Malformations 
Premature  Birth  ... 
Atrophy,  Debility,  and 
Marasmus 
Other  Causes 


Totals 


18 


Nett  Births  i legitimate  ...  251  Nett  Deaths  in  (legitimate  ...  ? 
in  the  year  I illegitimate  ...  8 in  the  year  of  | illegitimate  ...  ? 

PHILIP  S.  FENTEM, 

January  5th,  1914.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


1. -INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances 


Premises 

(1) 


FACTORIES 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 
WORKSHOPS  ... 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 


Number  of 

Inspection* 

f2.) 

W ritten 
Notices 
(3) 

ProsecutioBs 

(4.) 

29 

4 

... 

159 

11 

288 

15 

2.-DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


ParticulaiB 


(1.) 


Njnsances  under  the  fTtblic  Health  Arts : 
Want  of  Cleanliness 
O ther  Nuisances 

Sanitary  Accommodation  Insufficient 
Breach  of  Special  Sanitary  Require- 
ments for  Bakehouses 


Number  of  Defects 


Found 

(2.) 


10 


Remedied 

(3.) 


10 


Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4.) 


Number 
of  Prose- 
cutions 
(5.) 


3.-H0ME  WORKERS. 


(No  Outworkers.) 


4.-REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Worksliops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the 
end  of  the  year 

(!■) 


Dressmakers 
Tailors 
Bakers 
Butchers 
Saddlers 
Blacksmiths 
Joiners  and  Wheelwrights 
Boot  and  Shoe  Manufacturers 
Total  Number  of  Workshops 

on  Register 


Number 

(2.) 


9 

4 

30 

19 
2 

18 

20 
23 


125 


5.-0THIR  MATTERS. 


Class 

(1.) 


Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by 
H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts, 
but  not  under  the  Factory  and 
W orkshop  Act ... 


Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 


Reports  (of  action  taken) 

sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 


Number 

(2.) 


PHILIP  S. 


January  9th,  1914. 


RENTE  M, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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